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Carriage of Live Animals 

Exceptions / AirTanker Carrier Regulations 

1. Any live animals that are used for laboratory or for experimentation or exploitation will not be 
accepted for carriage. AirTanker will accept live animals for conservation/breeding purposes.

2. Mink will not be accepted for carriage on AirTanker aircraft.

3. On all AirTanker flights – except as below – live animals must travel as cargo in the hold.

 Assistance dogs. Please note that AirTanker will only accept assistance dogs from a list 

of approved organisation.

4. The handling code AVI will take priority over all other handling codes unless there are human 
remains onboard, in which case HUM will take priority.

5. The following will not be accepted for carriage:

 Puppies under 10 weeks old

 All mammals declared to be pregnant unless accompanied by a veterinary health 
certificate certifying that the animal is fit to travel and less than two thirds into the 
gestation period, and there is no risk of birth occurring during the journey. The shipper is 
required to declare when animals are pregnant, or have given birth in the last 48 hours.

6. Brachycephalic Animals (snub nosed) and Dangerous Dogs. The following breeds will not be 
acceptable for carriage:

 Dangerous dogs not accepted:

i. American Pit Bull

ii. Fila Brazileiros

iii. Japanese Tosa

iv. Pit Bull Terrier

v. Dogo Argentinos

vi. American Staffordshire Terrier

 Snub nosed dogs (pure breeds) not accepted:

i. All Bulldogs

ii. Pugs

iii. Pekingese 

Note: Cross breeds. Cross breeds of Bulldogs, Pugs and Pekingese including cross breeds with 

other non brachycephalic breeds are not acceptable. 

Cross breeds or pure breeds not listed above that have less restrictive brachycephalic features 

are acceptable provided the kennel size is 10% larger than the minimum AirTanker size 

requirement (as described under point 7 below) and the front of the container has open bars 

from the tops to the bottom of the box to provide ventilation. 

Breeds acceptable for carriage: 

Bull Mastiff 

Boston Terrier 

Boxer 

Brussels Griffon 
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Shitz Tzu 

Lhasa Apso 

Chow Chow 

Tibetan Spaniel 

Shar Pei 

English Toy Spaniel 

King Charles Spaniel 

Cavalier Spaniel 

Japanese Chin 

Brachycephalic cats: 

There are breeds of domestic cats with brachycephalic features and these animals are 

acceptable for travel on AirTanker aircraft. 

The kennel size for brachycephalic cats must be 10% larger than the minimum requirement (as 

described under point 7 below) and must have open bars from the top to the bottom of the box to 

provide extra ventilation. 

Acceptable breeds of brachycephalic cats: 

 Exotic

 Himalayan

 Persian

7. Container requirement – internal size:

Each animal contained in the container must have enough space to turn around normally while 
standing, to stand and sit erect without touching the top of the container, and to lie in a natural 
position. To determine the correct minimum internal kennel dimensions, the kennel length is the 
distance from the root of the tail to the tip of the nose plus half the elbow to ground measurement. 
The kennel width is twice the width of the widest point of the animal. The kennel height is the 
distance from floor to the tip of the ears.

8. Carriage of domestic dogs and cats is not permitted on AirTanker aircraft as excess baggage.

9. Wicker type kennels are not acceptable for the carriage of live animals on AirTanker aircraft.

10. Water bowls must be securely fitted – loose fixtures are not permitted.

11. Health Certificate. AirTanker requires a valid health certificate for domestic dogs and cats. The 
certificate must be dated to within ten days of the departure date.

12. Animals destined to the USA. The United States Department of Agriculture and the USA Animal 
Welfare Act and Animal Welfare Regulations require either different or additional requirements to 
those listed in the IATA Live Animal Regulations. For all AVI movements to the USA, please 
ensure the IATA LAR USG Government Regulations are met (USG-01 to USG-41) and where 
AirTanker is being asked to carry animals other than domestic dogs and cats, specific 

confirmation is required from the Shipper to guarantee full USDA compliance. If a Shipper cannot 

provide this guarantee, the shipment should be refused. 
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